CoPA KS4 RE Provision

The focus of provision for KS4 is to develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of philosophical and ethical issues that are relevant to their lives in 21st Century Britain. These have been carefully selected based on current events nationally and globally as well as issues that have arisen in our community at CoPA or have been requested through student voice. We include a range of religious and non-religious worldviews that builds upon their knowledge gained at KS3. As they progress through the Key Stage more opportunities for students to think deeply about relevant issues are given.
	Topic/Big Question
	Substantive Knowledge
	Disciplinary Knowledge (ways of knowing)
	Personal Knowledge

	How have attitudes changed towards relationships and families?
	· Changing attitudes towards sexuality.
· The development and use of contraception.
· The Changing nature of families.
· Laws regarding homosexuality
· Christian attitudes towards to sexuality
· Islamic attitudes towards sexuality.
· Gender roles and discrimination.
· Inspirational women of faith.
· Religious groups that support LGBTQ+ communities.
	· Being able to use a variety of sources of information to gain knowledge about the beliefs of others and the basis for these beliefs.
· Scriptural references
· Testimonies from individuals.
· Published doctrine from faith groups
· Being able to critically analyse sources of materials to gain insight into the impact they have on believers and to understand how sources of guidance can be interpreted differently.
	· Discussion of big questions.
· Articulating their own views.
· Developing listening skills to ensure they understand the views of others.
· Developing their ability to evaluate a range of views and to reach justified conclusions about the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches to particular issues.
· To gain confidence in being able to challenge views of others that they disagree with in a constructive and respectful way.

	Religion, Peace and Conflict
	· Understanding the concepts of ‘peace’, ‘forgiveness’, ‘justice’ and ‘reconciliation’.
· Exploring what it means to be a pacifist in the 21st century.
· Causes of war
· Is religion a cause of war?
· Examples of religious conflicts.
· Just War Theory
· Holy War
· Jihad
· Weapons of Mass Destruction.
· Religious organisations that support refugees and victims of war.
· Organisations that work for reconciliation.
· The Troubles in Northern Ireland
	· Using current News stories to unpick current affairs – learn the context.
· Use scripture to understand different religious responses.
· Refer to role models in religions and understand why their values and behaviour are set as examples to follow.
· Link to other humanities subjects such as History and the dropping of the atomic bomb in WW2.

	Discussion of the following questions:
· Is war ever justifiable?
· How should prisoners of war be treated?
· Is it ever ok to kill civilians?
· Can weapons of mass destruction ever be justified?
· Does religion cause war?
· Should their be rules of war?

	Issues of Life and Death
	· Personhood
· Sanctity of life
· Abortion
· Euthanasia
· Genetic Engineering
· Designer Babies
· Creation
· What happens when you die.
	· Links to Biology and PSHE regarding the development of a foetus.
· Use case studies and examples to explore difficult ethical issues.
· Use religious teachings and skills of applying this to different situations.
· Explore the range of views within faiths to understand that there is diversity of belief even within religion.
	Discussion of philosophical and ethical questions:
· When does life begin?
· When does personhood start?
· Is it a woman’s right to do what she wants with a pregnancy?
· Should abortion laws change?
· Is it acceptable to genetically design a baby to have the features you want?
· Is it acceptable to genetically screen for diseases?
· What makes life valuable?
· Is all life valuable?
· At what point does life end?
· What evidence is there for life after death?

	Human Rights and Social Justice
	· UDHR
· 9 protected characteristics
· The Equality Act.
· Examples of human rights abuses.
· Examples of people who fight for the preservation of human rights.
· Child specific human rights.
	· Use News reports of current affairs to highlight current human rights abuses taking place.
· Use literature and personal testimony from survivors or victims of human rights abuse to analyse the impact on individuals and communities. 
	· Time to reflect on how human rights are supported at CoPA.
Personal reflection on what rights are important to them.

Discussion opportunities surrounding what happens when rights are in conflict with each other.
Students can provide feedback to school leaders on their experiences.
Provide opportunities for students to work on the UNICEF project.

	Evil and Suffering
	· The Problem of Evil and Suffering.
· The responses to the problem – Irenean Theodicy, Augustine Theodicy, Free Will Defence.
	· Links to History and the study of the Holocaust – How could God allow his people to suffer this way?
· Personal testimonies.
	· Do you think God exists if evil is so prevalent?
· Are any of the responses sufficient?

	Environmental Issues
	· Creation vs Evolution
· Religion and Science coexisting.
· Stewardship
· Animal Rights and Welfare
	· News articles
· Sacred texts
· Speeches from campaigners such as Greta Thunberg.
	Discussion the following philosophical and ethical questions:
· Is it everybody’s responsibility to care for the environment?
· Should religions be promoting environmental issues?
· Are animals sentient beings that should have rights?
· Can you believe in religion and accept scientific theory?



