CITY OF PETERBOROUGH
ACADEMY

Transition FAQ

Where do I find information?

You can find this in the information pack we sent to Primary schools. We have additional
booklets at Reception for you to take with you. Alternatively, you could use the school website
where most information is held.

Are mobiles allowed?

Students can bring mobiles to school, but they must be handed in in the morning to the Y7
team and then collected at the end of the day. Students caught with phones will have them

removed.

What is the uniform?

Summarised below:

Purple (KS3) polo shirts

Black trousers, tailored shorts or skirt (Chroma). Leggings, jeans and cords are
not allowed. Skirts should be the standard black and must be just above the
knee in length.

Academy V-neck jumper with logo (KS3 — Purple).

Some students may wish to wear a salwar kameez, in either purple or black
(KS3). The kameez must be knee length.

Students may wear one earring in any part of the outer ear, not just the lobes,
on each ear. Students may wear a stud or hoop earring. The hoop must not be
more than 1cm in diameter.

Students are permitted to wear one gold or silver nose stud, which will need to
be removed for practical activities. Nose rings are not allowed.

Students may wear one banded ring on one hand.

Shoes should be black and sensible for school use, flat soled or with very low
heels, no more than half an inch at the front of the heel. High heeled shoes are
quite unsuitable and are dangerous on our school sites. Boots or trainers are
not to be worn.

Excessive hair styles are not permitted. This includes unnatural hair colours
and haircuts of an extreme nature.

Visible or excessive make-up, eyelash extensions, false nails or nail extensions
are not permitted at the Academy. Nails must be a sensible length and a natural
colour.

What equipment do we need?

An appropriately sized school bag (to fit an A4 folder)



- A water bottle

- A pencil case* containing, a pencil case, a pencil, a black and purple pen, eraser,
Scientific calculator, ruler (it is good to have spare items of stationary, especially pens
and pencils).

- Any specific equipment needed for specific lessons e.g. PE kit, cooking ingredients etc.

When is Transition Evening?

Transition days are on Wed 15t July and Thurs 2" July. Transition evening is on Wednesday
15t July from 6pm - 7:30pm.

Who is the first point of contact?

On Wednesday 1%t July at the transition evening you are invited into school and meet your
child’s tutor. When your son/daughter starts in September this is the first point of contact for
any queries.

Will my child have homework?

All students should receive 30 minutes of homework per subject per week.

How to I inform you my child is absent?

We expect all pupils to be in school every day. We also expect any medical appointments to
be made outside of school hours (where possible). If a child is ill the parent should call to
inform us that morning as early as possible on 01733 821440.

Are phones allowed at any time?

Phones are not allowed on site due to safeguarding risks. Phones can interfere with the
learning of students as well as having potential harmful social effects when they are misused.
The ban is for all students in all years.

Will my child be placed into a form with their friend?

Forms are created to maximise the conditions for each pupil to settle into school and make
good progress. Conversations take place with primary school staff and best efforts are made
to place them in groups that will be of best benefit to all. Therefore, friendship groups are not
guaranteed we always ask for parents to support and trust the groupings and give them
chance to work unless there are exceptional reasons.

What clubs are there?

These have already been communicated by letter, but broadly, these rotate termly and cover
a wide offer. Students can opt into these for free.



How does the school support mental health?

All staff follow the Look-Listen-Link practice and will look to monitor students, talk with them,
and direct them to suitable support, which could be recommending clubs, websites or referring
to key staff in school who can get more specific support.

What is the school’s stance on bullying?

Bullying is never accepted, and all instances should be reported and will be taken seriously.
We believe in working with both parties and use a combination of education and sanction as
appropriate. Continued incidents of bullying are rare but will be subject to escalated sanctions.

Where are Year 7 based?

Year 7 have tutor and classrooms around the Academy, but their social areas before school,
at break and lunchtime are in the Year 7/8 courtyard.

What SEN support will my child receive?

All students receive quality first teaching and teaching methods are designed to be inclusive
for all students. Those that require extra support and may have an EHCP or diagnosed
condition may receive further direct support in lessons or in intervention sessions — these are
tailored to the needs of the students. Further information and specific questions can be
directed to the SEN department.

Are classes in sets or mixed ability?

All students will be in mixed ability groups initially. However, after opportunity to assess and
get to know each student they will be placed into sets for Maths, Spanish, Science and PE.

How do I order uniform?

You can order uniform from our school supplier Chroma sport - chromasport.co.uk/login

You have to register a child to create a log in. Chroma will also be at Transition evening with
a range of clothes and sizes for your child to try on before you buy.

When do we start the next academic year?

Year 7 and 11 students will be starting school on Thursday 3™ September and the rest of the
Academy will return on Friday 4™ September. All term dates can be found on our school
website - City of Peterborough Academy - Term Dates


https://www.chromasport.co.uk/login
https://www.cityofpeterboroughacademy.org/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=81

Is there a summer school and when?

We will be offering a summer school to all students who will be attending City of Peterborough
Academy. This is a free opportunity and a chance for all children to meet some of their peers
prior to starting at the school.

The summer school will be on Tuesday 15t September and Wednesday 2™ September.

Times for the day are 9:30-2pm to be confirmed. Student will be required to bring their own
packed lunch, water and appropriate clothing. (Sun hats, suncream hopefully. However,
raincoats if necessary) The day is likely to be outside so sportswear and trainers are required
but they do not need to be in CoPA uniform.

How do I sign up for Summer School?

Initially this will be an expression of interest. Once we get this information back, we will confirm
the day/s your child can attend. We will then require you to complete an information form with
emergency contacts and medical information to allow them to attend. Unfortunately, without
this they will be unable to attend this.

A form online will be sent to you to complete, or you can sign up in person at the transition
evening on Wednesday 1%t July.

How can I track my child’s behaviour?

We use Class Charts. An app can be downloaded by parents, and they can then get
notifications of notable behaviour incidents (positive and negative) each day.

Parents and students will not receive their Class Charts logins until they arrive in September
and are fully set up within our school systems. They will receive them within the first week
once starting in September.

What happens for lunch?

Students can either bring a packed lunch or buy food — there are hot and cold options. Food
is paid for using a code. Money can be added to the student’s account online on Vericol.

How do I sign up to Vericol the cashless payment system?

When you have completed the admission form a log in will be created for you and sent out to
you. We aim for these to be out with you prior to the summer holidays, however this depends
on when your admission form is returned.



